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PREFACE

Antonio Vivaldi’s (1678-1741) Magnificat in
G minor RV 610/611 has been handed down to
us in a total of four versions. The main differ-
ences between the first three are to be found in
the make-up of the ensemble. While the earliest
version (RV 610) requires four soloists (SSAT), a
four-voice chorus, two oboes and strings, the sec-
ond one (RV 610a) has a double chorus (5, T,
SATB/S, S, A, SATB) and the third (RV 610b)
makes do with just three soloists and a four-part
chorus. In the fourth version (RV 611) however,
instead of the solo parts and a chorus from
RV 610 there are five new and in part extremely
difficult arias, ’which Vivaldi wrote for female so-
loists of the Ospedale della Pieta, an orphanage
in Venice with exacting musical standards. As the
long-standing musical director of the Ospedale,
Vivaldi gladly availed himself of such opportu-
nities to demonstrate his pupils’ exceptional ar-
tistic talents.

The musical text of our edition follows the first
version RV 610 and at the appropriate places adds
the subsequently exchanged arias of the fourth
version RV 611. Although the latter. is based on
the autograph housed in the Biblioteca Nazio-
nale Universitare, this does not signal any wish
or capacity to present a critical edition. The piece
can be played on any two-manual instrument.
Directions for registration have deliberately not
been included, as this will largely depend on cho-
rus strength and of course the specification of the
particular organ. However, it will certainly help
to have the original tonal design in mind. This
arrangement does not demand that the orches-
tral sound be imitated with the means of the or-
gan; it would merely like to offer a self-contained
version tailored to this medium of performance.

Christoph Heimbucher
(translated by Steve Taylor)
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